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SUBJECT: BULGARIAN-PORTUGUESE RELATIONS 

REF: USNAT0 4939 

1 . SOFIA HAS NO INFORMATION TO CONFIRM THAT GOB HAS 
PROPOSED AGREEMENT WITH PORTUGAL TO ABOLISH VISA REQUIRE- 
MENTS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

2. BULGARIA ADVERTISES "VISA FREE REGIME" POR TOURISTS OP 
ANY NATIONALITY, AND INDEED HOLDERS OP TOURIST PASSPORTS CAN 
NVPRESENT THEMSELVES AT BULGARIAN ENTRY POINTS WITHOUT PRE- 
OBTAINED VISAS. IN PACT, HOWEVER, BULGARIA HAS VERY HIGHLY 
DEVELOPED CONTROL PROCEDURES CHARACTERIZED BY "STATISTICAL CARD" 

WHICH MUST BE FILLED OUT ON ENTRY, VALIDATED BY IMMIGRATION 
AUTHORITIES, AND PRESENTED ON EXIT. IN ADDITION, EACH POREIGN- 
ER MUST REGISTER HIS WHEREABOUTS WITH THE POLICE WITHIN 24 HOURS 
OP ARRIVAL AND KEEP THEM ADVISED OP NAY CHANGES. THESE AND 
OTHERPROCEDURES PROVIDE PAR MORE CONTROL OP POREIGNERS 
THAN VISA PROCEDURES IN MOST OTHER COUNTRIES. 
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3. IN SHORT, WHILE WE ARE UNAWARE OF PORTUGUESE PRO- 
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CEDURES EOR THE CONTROL OE EOREIGNERS, WE SUSPECT THAT 
A NO-VISA AGREEMENT WOULD PROVIDE BULGARIANS WITH EN- 
HANCED EREEDOM OE ACTIVITY IN PORTUGAL WITHOUT MATERIALLY 
AEFECTING BULGARIAN ABILITY TO MONITOR PORTUGUESE ACTIVITIES 
IN BULGARIA. 
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